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What a Building Designer  
can do to help reduce defects 

Defects are something a builder, like me, deals with every day, 
and there are definitely some areas that should not be left to the 
builder on-site to get right.   Or, more properly put, there are 
some areas where builders would love to see clear, detailed 
plans on the right way things are supposed to go together, so 
that jobs get done right and communicated clearly to trades 
onsite.

For Building Designers, there are many considerations in the 
design process which can be made to avoid defects. These 
include understanding and applying building standards and 
codes and how they interact with product literature. And  
knowing where the problem areas lie, and when a detailed 
drawing is needed and when it's not.

Note: There are many, many other ways to avoid defects. For 
more ideas (or to share yours), head to our Discussion section of 
the Members-only Facebook page where Members have added 
their ways to avoid defects.

General Concrete Issues:

All I can say, as a builder, is that concreting is hard and stressful.  
Unfortunately there’s not too much a Building Designer can detail 
to stop this. Expansion joints should be noted on large slabs, but 
this should already be in the engineering.  For the best outcome 
it is wise to note to call for a slump test to check the concrete 
prior to pour, but this will add costs, so is only usually done in 
commercial work. Hot and cold concrete mixes can be specified 
in summer and winter to try and minimise surface cracking in the 
drying process. The best way to avoid problems is not to hire the 
cheapest concreter.  Get one with a long track record, which 
usually means more expense.

Some concrete issues may be due to water ponding under or 
against footings (which causes soil heave over time), so ground 
slope detailing on plans would help.  

Otherwise, in my experience, concreting issues are either due to:

• Inadequate engineering design;

• Inadequate slab preparation.  Footing depth not met.  Steel 
not set properly, and transverse bars not located properly to 
limited cracking from corners; 

• Poor concrete mix delivered on the day  Concrete trucks not 
turning up and concrete starting to dry between loads;

• Builders not checking the boxing is straight;

• Boxing failing under load of concrete, leading to slumping of 
areas and uneven slabs;

• Poor concreter skills;

• Weather ruining the slab as it dries. (This can happen even 
when builders follow techniques to slow slab drying. As I 
said, slabs are stressful...).

Cracking:

This is usually to do with house movement.  The cause is either 
inadequate footings/poor compaction of soil, or more likely, 
water or drainage issues.  Plaster cracks on a slab footing are 
less common than on stumps.  If building on stumps, make sure 
plans detail ground surfaces to slope away from the house or 
where this is not possible, use agi drainage and pits with sump 
pumps.  Water pooling under homes, or against footings is 
asking for expensive trouble.  Also note on plans that owners 
must keep garden beds away from the house or, if not, root 
protection should be considered in the foundation design.  Also, 
stump homes WILL have cracking over time (unless lucky enough 
to be founded on bedrock or very benign soil classes), as soils 
dry out and absorb moisture over the yearly cycle.

To limit cracking, all material manuals will detail maximum spans 
between control joints.  These are there to allow differential 
movement to happen, so that cracks don't form. 

By Jeremy Spencer, Positive Footprints

I was asked to comment on anything designers could do to limit the occurrence  of common building defects. The area of 
defects is such a huge area it could probably be a series of articles. Actually, Tim Adams has written reams on this topic in 
past issues of INTERSECT, but here’s my take – as a Builder/Building Designer - on the subject.

A Builder/Building 
Designer’s unique 
perspective on avoiding 
defects at all costs
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These must be located on the plans for the builder to follow. Often, 
control joints need to go through to the substructure, so several 
trades must align around a common working drawing detail. A 
perfect example here is a roof deck, where  control joints need to 
be done properly in both the tiles and the underlying surface, 
while maintaining adequate slope and structural support to avoid 
leaks down the track. A well thought out detailed drawing that 
shows how different products interact with code requirements is 
a godsend on a construction site.

Cracks in masonry are also extremely common, and it is often 
due to expansion joints being missed.  Mark on plans where 
masonry expansion joints are to go.  Don't leave it up to the 
bricklayer - it may be an apprentice laying that day. In masonry, 
detail what type of expansion joints they are, if the masonry is 
something more complicated that common brick veneer.

De-lamination:

Designers must check any product that sticks on (e.g., render, tile 
glue), is compatible with the underlying substrate, and that the 
substrate is clean when the product is applied.  Eg. some tile 
glues need cementitious membranes rather than acrylic 
waterproofing membranes, or the tile wont adhere. Building 
Designers need to read the manuals of the products they specify 
and put critical points on their plans.

Fire Protection:

The builder and trades on-site will not necessarily know rules on 
fire separation, especially as it is different for different structures, 
and areas within and between structures. The NCC and 
manufacturers details need to be followed strictly, especially at 
junctions and penetrations. These areas should all have detailed 
pictures to ensure compliant construction on site.

Membranes:

Leaks in wet areas are often very difficult to locate, and 
rectification often involves pulling everything out and starting 
again.  To minimize issues down the track, Building Designers 
should produce a detailed picture for the Builder to follow.  This 
should synthesise information from the waterproofing code and 
manufacturer’s installation details from the range of products 
used.  How much does the floor need to slope?  Is there 
adequate depth in the floor for any rebating that is required in a 
wet area.  Is any notching out going to compromise the joists.  
Are joists deep enough for the trap and can the drainage pipes 
get to the stack with required fall.  Are membranes going under 
or over the screed, or both?  If these issues are considered in the 
plans, numerous possible future issues can be avoided.

Mould:

Mould is extremely common.  Building Designers should detail 
wet area plasterboard in wet areas, and mould inhibiter in the 
paint used.  Correct extraction fan strength for the room size 
must be specified.  Note that if the door seals too well in a 
bathroom, then even a good fan will find it hard to suck.  
Extraction fans must be ducted to the exterior not just dump the 
moist air to the roof space above,  which wets the insulation and 
can start mould from the top side.  

The other cause of mould is cold walls at night and water 
condensing on them. Make it clear on your plans the need for 
high insulation levels and tight-fitting insulation and sarking. You 
can make a detail sheet showing roof insulation overlapping 
external walls (so you don’t get an uninsulated ring around the 
tops of the walls).  In a double-storey, detail insulation to the ring 
of external wall at the intermediate floor joists (this is usually 
missed.)  Don’t let the installers cut out insulation behind every 
power point. Anywhere the cold gets in, the plaster gets cold, 
and any moist internal air will condense and lead to mould.

Paint:

Paint failure is either usually substrate-related or weather-
related.  Most paints don't dry enough on very cold days for the 
next coat to be reapplied. If a coat is applied over a layer that still 
has moisture in it, you will get bubbling when things heat up and 
the moisture of the under-layers try to get out. This is another 
hard one to stop, as it is really up to the Painters/Builder to 
watch for this and decide if painting goes ahead. However, time 
constraints can often force action, and product literature is not 
always read. The best advice is to put a general note on plans to 
follow painting-manufacturer installation details.

Staining:

While general roof flashing detail can be left up to the roof 
Plumber (they sign off their own work after all), parapet flashing 
should be detailed. A special peeve of mine is stains down the 
face of render from flashing that don't have a slope back towards 
the roof.  This needs to be detailed on plans, as the carpenters 
need to create the fall on the top of the parapet itself, so the roof 
plumber flashing can follow it.   

Positive Footprints specialise exclusively in Designing and 
Building sustainable, energy efficient, water efficient and healthy 
homes. Their wealth of practical experience and knowledge 
building award winning sustainable dwellings ensures that you 
get a home that performs as designed, and that the vision 
started together is realised on your block. Make your footprint 
positive. www.positivefootprints.com.au   
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At the time INTERSECT went to press, the Victorian State 
Revenue Office had still not confirmed if the State Government 
will become a signatory to the HomeBuilder grant and had not 
provided a timeline for when the decision will be announced. 

Last month, Design Matters National welcomed the Federal 
Government’s announcement of HomeBuilder and strongly urged 
the Federal Government to require that design is undertaken by 
registered practitioners armed with green credentials, to deliver 
a better bottom line for Australian homeowners.

If your clients wish to know how they can access HomeBuilder, 
advise them that they’ll need to contact the relevant authority in 
their state or territory, on when and how to apply. They can apply 
in the state they live or plan to live in when their state or territory 
signs the National Partnership Agreement with the Federal 
Government. If their state or territory signs up, the relevant 
authority will pay them the grant, as long as they meet the 
eligibility criteria and the acceptance date of applications  
will be backdated to June 4.  

HomeBuilder

More information can be found at  
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/homebuilderor 
and to subscribe to SRO HomeBuilder updates go to 
www.sro.vic.gov.au/subscribe-homebuilder-updates

We’ve added a new section in our online Shop where 
Members will be able to get CAD/BIM/technical advice items, 
and later on, a 'start up' template kit for new practitioners.

Design Matters asked Members if this would be useful and the 
answer was a resounding ‘yes’, and when asked what else 
Members would like to have in the shop, the following 
suggestions were made: 

• Links to 3D manufacturer items available at no cost;

• Australian products;

• A template start-up kit;

• Revit files;

• An easily accessible and affordable Australian Full BIM 
product library (REVIT);

• Something similar to HIA online contracts covering 
everything for building designers;

• Up to date short video tutorials about running small design 
practice efficiently;

• A fee-recovery service for any unpaid fees that doesn’t 
charge an arm and a leg.  

More reasons to 
go shopping on 
designmatters.org.au 

To make a suggestion, head to the Members-only Facebook 
page or email editor@designmatters.org.au

1. GOOD DESIGN MATTERS weekly e-newsletter prominently 
featuring just one Member each week. FREE.

2. INTERSECT monthly magazine profiling a Member each 
month. FREE.

3. Our newly-refreshed WEBSITE  www.designmatters.org.au 
promotes Members via a carousel of images, rotated every six 
weeks, as well as ‘Find a Member' Profile pages which have 
space for company logos, bios, web addresses, social 
networks and so much more. FREE.

4. AWARDED magazine, published annually, is another lasting 
way to promote your company among award-winning Building 
Designers. Very competitive advertising rates. 

 
 
 
 

5. LIVE WEBINARS for Members' CPD reaching up to 100+ 
registrants can be sponsored. Attractive advertising rates.

6. EVENTS for Members, when social distancing permits, attract 
hundreds of engaged audience Members. Very compelling 
partnership packages.

For more information, email admin@designmatters.org.au

Marketing Matters 
Looking for ways to grow this financial year? Design Matters National offers 
Members a multitude of ways to bring attention to your brand:

Awarded 01

Recognising  
good building 
design in AustraliaAwarded

Awarded
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Pantone COTY?
If Classic Blue is 2020’s Pantone COTY, what 
should 2021’s be? 

In a Design Matters National 
take on the classic ‘guess 
the jelly beans in the jar’ 
game, we’re asking our 
highly design-literate 
Members to guess the 
COLOUR of Pantone’s Colour 
of the Year in 2021. 

The COTY will be announced 
in December and you have 

till end of October to place your bet. Critics said 
Pantone played it too safe with Classic Blue and 
should have gone green. 

What are you feeling? Colour impacts us on more 
than just a visual level - just ask Laurie Pressman, 
vice president of the Pantone Color Institute, who 
says colour has "a way to express and affect ideas 
and emotions". 

We’ll award a full jelly bean jar to the Member who  
comes in closest to the pin - or should we say 
Pantone?  
Head to the Design Matters National Facebook 
page and have your guess.

Add your iso-story to our WFH time capsule 

If you have school-aged kids then you definitely played  
home-schooling head teacher during lockdown. No doubt you 
witnessed your children writing a story about their experience  
of being in COVID-19 isolation? Well, now’s your chance to pause, 
reflect and process this working-from-home caper. We could be 
back in our offices soon so, let’s share the good, bad and funny 
stories of iso-life.   

WFH time capsule

Head to the Design Matters National Facebook 
page and put your thoughts into our WFH time 
capsule for all those grown-up corona-babies in 21 
years!

Do you have any of these tools of yesteryear: circle templates, lettering guides, eraser shields, parallel rulers, 
etc.? If so, we’d love to see photos and perhaps keep them on display at Design Matters National. Please 
share your images and musings via either the Facebook page or email editor@designmatters.org.au. 

We eagerly await messages about your professional memorabilia. Thank you. 

Peter Lombo, Design Matters National’s Treasurer and the 
Director of Archsign, was clearing out his old office recently 
and came across “these two beauties: Mint-in-box never 
opened ink pen nib - a .35 ‘Staedtler’ with a tungsten point. 
Circa 1988. This was a high-end and expensive pen used for 
drawing on film. The other item was a ‘Staedtler’ mechanical 
clutch pencil sharpener.”

Peter said he also has “a plan hanging file which I will retain in 
storage ready for display in our new premises, whenever that will be”.

The discoveries made him consider his history and journey in the 
building design profession and has inspired us to build a 
collection of these sentimental items, donated by our Members, 
to showcase at Design Matters National HQ. 

Call for  
memorabilia
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Drone technology: changing  
the way we look at land

While this new technology, like 3D printing and robotic 
fabrication in general promises to revolutionise the architectural 
profession, it is useful to know to what extent its practical 
application can affect the way building designers and builders 
work. It seems that there is great potential especially given 
drones make it an easier task of accessing difficult to reach 
places and reduce the need to place staff and resources in a 
position of risk.  

Here is a look at how drone data can be used:

Calculate volumes accurately and quickly

Volumetrics is the most popular use case for drones on any 
worksite. For many construction companies that operate their 
own quarries, drone-captured data is the affordable source of 
timely and accurate information on volumes.

Instead of walking around each site with a GPS rover, you can 
now fly a drone and capture an entire site, usually in a couple 
hours or less. Once the data has been uploaded and processed, 
you can get accurate cut/fill volumes and other survey analytics 
necessary for planning and tracking job progress.

Capturing data regularly is also useful on site when it comes to 
earthworks. If you’re moving dirt around, you need to be able to 
quickly calculate the volume of material to be moved. 3D 
drone-data surveys let you track earth-moving operations safely 
and more economically than with traditional walkthroughs.

Capture views from any height 

Developing a multi-storey building and want to know what the 
view will be like at each level ? A drone can capture the view from 
any height in any direction for inclusion in detailed site plans 
including referencing adjacent buildings. 

Compare your site against the design

If you’re actively moving earth, regular drone surveys allow you to 
compare current ground levels against the plan and identify 
anything going off-track.

You can do this by overlaying design surfaces or linework on your 
3D visualisation. With all the information on one screen, it’s 
simple to understand if volumes and elevations are matching 
design or not. And since it’s a simple visual of the physical space, 
your findings are easy to communicate to others.

Track your progress and productivity

It’s an unfortunate fact, but most construction projects run over 
time and over budget. You want an easy way to visualise your site 
transformation as the project progresses. While it’s particularly 
important to make sure you’re on schedule and not running up 
costs, it’s also necessary to inform remote stakeholders on 
progress and to monitor contractor work.

Inspect your assets remotely, faster

Depending on your company and the job itself, you might have 
assets to inspect on your site. Drones can quickly capture 
high-res photos that can be viewed in platforms like Propeller. 
There they can be annotated, then downloaded as a report and 
shared with contractors or project stakeholders.

The rapid development of drone technology has led to a significant increase in their use in the Building and Construction 
industry. Applications range from surveying including mapping, building surveying and land and agriculture management, 
tracking progress during construction as well as providing aerial images of finished construction. 

Commercial use of drones 
saving the construction 
industry time and money 
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Email your sketch and inspiration to editor@designmatters.org.au

SketchBook
DESIGN MATTERS NATIONAL
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POWER
"Power lines are a strong visual 
element in our suburban 
landscape, I have a love hate 
relationship with them, from 
an architectural point of view  
I find we focus a lot of attention 
on the design of our built 
environment and power lines 
are a distraction. From an 
artistic point of view I love the 
angles and perspective power 
lines create.
I really liked the angles and 
perspective within the structure 
of this high voltage power line. 
While it was designed to be 
functional the angles change 
like a kaleidoscope as you move 
around and it looks great 
standing under it with the 
cables passing through and 
the lines of the steel going 
away from you increasing  
in angle and density."

LINDSAY DOUGLAS
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Purchase CPD webinars at our webshop www.designmatters.org.au

Don’t worry, you can purchase webinars from the  
Design Matters National webshop and listen to them  
in your own time. Topics include:

• Designing the Home of the Future Part 1 , 2 and 3
• Revit Training Series Part 1. 2. 3 and 4 
• The Latest Advancements in Timber Construction
• It's all in the Preparation
• What will Ballarat be like in 2050 and are we ready?  

FREE for members 
• Planning and COVID-19: Councils and Authorities
• HIA: Building Industry - Past, Present & Future.  

FREE for members
• Volume 1 NCC 2019 Section J Update & Fire Testing Changes
• Air Tightness Testing

Missed  
a CPD  
Session? 

Drone technology: changing  
the way we look at land
Continued from page 34

Resolve disputes more easily

No one wants to move dirt they don’t have to. Drone technology 
allows you to have more control over a project and define how 
much you should pay your contractors based on the actual 
amount of work done.

Drone survey data, timeline features, and reports can also be 
used as a tool to solve any disputes with contractors. Because 
they provide a paper trail of the physical state of the site at 
every survey, you can easily show where things went and when.

Simplify reporting

Regular drone surveys help deliver up-to-date information to 
project stakeholders and contractors by providing visual data 
that they wouldn’t have seen from the ground. And processing 
your data with an online platform reduces the time and 
expenses associated with on-site visits.

Completion and marketing 

Once your project is finished, drones can be used to document 
the final result showcasing the building from different angles, 
explain its size, shape, materiality and highlight features of the 
building that may not be visible from ground level and highlight 
such as skylights and green roofs. 

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) oversee the regulation 
framework for use of drones in Australia, and commercial drone 
operators must register their drones. Regulatory limitations 
include not being able to fly after dark, out of operators' line of 
sight, above certain altitudes and near other structures or above 
crowds or near emergency situations. 

For more information, visit the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
website www.casa.gov.au/drones/rules   
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URBAN
"I am drawn to buildings undergoing change and I am very interested in graffiti. This industrial building has fallen into 
disuse, but I liked the contrast between the detail brick and fire tank. Also the details of security mesh and fire alarms.
On the one hand it is sad to see a nice industrial building neglected but I wouldn’t have been as interested in it, it is 
changing now and at a tipping point of removal or restoration. Its dilapidation sparks a lot of curiosity and interest with 
me, what changed to prompt this and the changing façade with graffiti make it a very curious building I always like to 
drive past.
I like looking at graffiti as a social critique; when buildings are neglected then it is identified quickly and graffiti starts to 
build. Equally, bad design often attracts a lot of graffiti and if buildings are built with blank facades which don’t engage 
then graffiti starts to collect there very quickly. Likewise when buildings have served their purpose and fall into disuse it 
is reclaimed by society with graffiti and vandalism."

LINDSAY DOUGLAS

Email your sketch and inspiration to editor@designmatters.org.au

SketchBook
DESIGN MATTERS NATIONAL

Don’t worry, you can purchase webinars from the  
Design Matters National webshop and listen to them  
in your own time. Topics include:

• Designing the Home of the Future Part 1 , 2 and 3
• Revit Training Series Part 1. 2. 3 and 4 
• The Latest Advancements in Timber Construction
• It's all in the Preparation
• What will Ballarat be like in 2050 and are we ready?  

FREE for members 
• Planning and COVID-19: Councils and Authorities
• HIA: Building Industry - Past, Present & Future.  

FREE for members
• Volume 1 NCC 2019 Section J Update & Fire Testing Changes
• Air Tightness Testing
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Back On Track —  
Business webinar series

This pandemic has certainly forced our hand to press pause. And, 
for some of us, it’s put an all together stop on our ‘business as usual’.

By now, we’ve had some time to get used to the COVID-19 chaos 
and the likes of working from home, conversing via Zoom and 
physically distancing ourselves from fellow humans. Kids are 
even back at school (a big sigh of relief for many!).

The current pause in normality presents small business owners  
the perfect time to ignite our internal drive and cast our attention 
to what we actually want professionally and personally from being 
in business.

Think back for a moment…to when your ‘being in business’ journey 
began. We typically start out highly skilled at what we do, with a 
mighty momentum behind us as we imagine the lifestyle that will 
eventuate with running our own show.

The reality is, no one teaches us how to operate all the aspects of 
business before we dive in. We choose a ‘run with it’ mentality, 
anticipating that we’ll learn on the job and pay close attention 
when we make our worst mistakes. And, we make plenty of them 
(!)...we hire the wrong people, we work with the wrong clients, we 
realise cash doesn’t always flow through, and many of us battle 
to achieve balance; between work and home life. 

The demands of business really are relentless on us, and our 
lifestyles, when we don’t have control. Particularly control of; our 
money, our time and the fun and fufillment in what we’re doing 
each day in our work. 

So, what’s the right pathway forward to avoid more costly 
mistakes and achieve the business and lifestyle we want?

The corporate world achieves control and subsequently their 
goals, by following a strategic planning process. A process that 
guides and aligns their decisions, across all areas of the 
business. Business Advisory Firm SEIVA has adapted this 
corporate method and designed a 5 week program; a practical 
toolkit and process and for small business owners, to follow. 

Over the 5 week webinar series, you’ll learn how to design and 
implement strategic change in your business. Each webinar is 
accompanied with a practical workbook full of exercises to help 
you execute your new skills immediately. 

Take the ‘tick test’ to see if this program is suitable for you.

For every ‘yes’, give yourself a tick:

 I have a healthy work-life balance (i.e. I am happy  
with the hours I work); 

 I have a 5 year vision for my business that I’ve shared  
with my team; 

 I have implemented key systems to alleviate the 
dependence on me; 

 I have a strategy to stand out from my competition;  
to attract my ideal clients; 

 I have created the internal culture of a high  
performing team; 

 I have a marketing plan to achieve the growth  
I desire;

 I have clear visibility of my 6 month cashflow; 
 

 I am allocating time to work on my business.  
Not just in it; 

 I have reliable people around me whom support  
my ambition. 

Tip: If all of your boxes are ticked then congratulations! 
You’ve achieved what most small business owners 
haven’t just yet. 

 
And, you don’t need our help!  

Design and implement 
strategic change

06. Business Matters

Why: it’s the perfect time to design and implement the business and lifestyle you actually want. 

With: a 5 week back-on-track business program.



3 9  

06. Business Matters

435 Nepean Highway  
Frankston Victoria 3199 
03 8765 2455
info@townplanningco.com.au
townplanningco.com.au
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Where Your Vision
is Our Purpose

Top four tips to 
start the new 
financial year 
By Brent Szalay (FCPA), Small Business Advisor and 
Enthusiast, Managing Director at SEIVA 

Can you believe it? The first half of 2020 has already vanished! 
While it’s been a bizarre year, this middle mark does signal a 
great time to pause and reflect on the financial year that has 
just ended, and how you can reset and put the right foot 
forward for the next 12 months. 

Here are our top four tips to start your new financial year right:

First things first, it’s important to close off the 2020 Financial 
Year…

#1 – Payment Summaries or STP Finalisation Reports

If you’re an employer, last financial year you probably moved to 
Single Touch Payroll (STP). If you have opted into STP, you no 
longer need to prepare payment summaries. Instead, you’ll 
need to prepare an STP Finalisation Report through your 
accounting software. We recommend that you make sure what 
has been paid, matches the payroll system, before being your 
report is finalised. A handy heads up: Payment Summaries and 
STP Finalisation Reports are all due on 14 July, 2020.

#2 – Don’t Forget to Pay Super on Time

If you’re an employer, the Superannuation guarantee for your 
employees is only deductible when it is received by the 
employee’s Superannuation Fund and when it is paid on time. 
If you missed making contributions before June 30, you can 
still make contributions before 28 July (for the June quarter) 
and receive a deduction for it this Financial Year. Remember, 
Super is always due 28 days after the end of a quarter. 

#3 – Fast-Track New Asset Purchases

If you’re looking at buying new assets in the short-term, now 
may be a good time. For most SMEs, if the asset costs less 
than $150,000, you can claim a deduction for the asset 
up-front (note: this opportunity runs out on 31 December, 
2020). On another note, did you know assets can be financed? 
There are great accelerated-depreciation rates for assets 
costing above $150,000. 

#4 – Keep Logbooks for Company Cars and Utes

One of the key reasons why this is crucial is, you can’t claim 
Fringe Benefit Tax exemptions on dual cab utes without one! 
So, make sure you’re getting the best vehicle claim, by keeping 
a logbook for each vehicle, each year.

And, a final ‘cherry on top’ tip: Many businesses 
struggle with cashflow and often employees’ 
superannuation is paid late, or not at all, to keep the 
business afloat. 

There’s currently an amnesty in Super law to catch up and 
correct issues from 1 July, 1992 through to 31 March, 2018, 
without being hit with big penalties. If you have some skeletons 
in the closet, we strongly recommend using this Super amnesty. 
Why? Well, if the ATO comes knocking afterward, their starting 
point for penalties will be 100-200% of the Super bill itself, 
possibly tripling the bill! Amnesty closes 7 September, 2020!

DISCLAIMER: All advice contained in this article if non-specific 
and general in nature. If you have any questions regarding your 
tax, we highly recommend speaking with your tax agent, or our 
team here at SEIVA.  . 



DESIGN MATTERS NATIONAL
BUILDING DESIGN AWARDS

ENTER NOW
The Design Matters National 25th Annual Building Design 
Awards will go ahead. We appreciate the enormous amount 
of effort made by members to prepare submissions and we 
are absolutely committed to these awards proceeding.

As a Building Designer this is an excellent opportunity to 
showcase your skills and be recognised for your excellence 
in building design.

Entries extended until 
Monday 20 July 2020

Restrictions imposed by COVID-19 see 
many members unable to gain access to 
their designs to take photographs and 
complete their submissions for this year’s 
Building Design Awards.  

Register at:  
designmatters.awardsplatform.com

Categories include:

• Residential New Home

• Alterations and Additions

• Small Home

• Heritage

• Multi-Residential

• Environmentally 
Sustainable

• Bathroom

• Kitchen

• Excellence in 
Documentation

• Excellence in use of 
materials including glass, 
steel, masonry, timber, 
concrete, lightweight 
materials, recycled materials 

• Non-Residential  
building design.

2020

25
YEAR
ANNIVERSARY


